Oriented area is a perfect Morse function
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Abstract. We show that an appropriate generalization of the oriented area
function is a perfect Morse function on the space of three-dimensional con-
figurations of an equilateral polygonal linkage with odd number of edges.
Therefore cyclic equilateral polygons (which appear as critical Morse points)
are interpreted as independent generators of the homology groups of the (dec-
orated) configuration space.
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